


• The youngest person to ever win the 
Don Dunstan Foundation OUR MOB 
Emerging Artist Prize.

• Exhibiting Artist at 2023 Illuminate 
Festival in SA

• Founder of Mardlaapa Designs

• Graduate of Seaton High School 

• Currently Studying Marine and 
Wildlife Conservation at Adelaide 
University
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Clarity of Purpose

Shift in Mindset



1. Adapted from EntreComp, the European Commission’s Entrepreneurship Competence Framework, 2016.
2. Derived from the vision statements and strategy deliberations of the SA specialist entrepreneurship schools.
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The ability to be 
free in my 

thinking and have 
more control over 

my learning
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I enjoy learning with 

other people and 

hearing their ideas. I 

also enjoy helping the 

community out and 
learning
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I enjoy entrepreneurial 
learning because I feel it 

guides me to have a 
better understanding of 

how to express myself and 
also give back to people 
who are in need of help.
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58% of teachers say they feel quite a bit or a lot of stress in their jobs.

24% of teachers report that their job negatively impacts their mental health.

21% report negative impacts on physical health.

Most teachers report to working 140%-150% of their paid working hours.

26% of teachers report that they intend to leave the profession in the next 5 years.

25% of teachers report that they intend to leave the workforce before retirement.

50% of teacher graduates will leave in the first 5 years.



88% 
increased confidence in forming 
relationships with industry 
professionals

94%
increased understanding of 
industry and community needs

All connections that we make 

with industry enhance the 

work that we do. The more 

connections that we can make 

with industry the better the 

experience for our students 

and ourselves.



It has been great to work 
with a range of 

colleagues and gain 
greater appreciation of 
the skills and expertise 

that they bring along with 
them. 

94% 
increase of meaningful 
opportunities for collaboration 
with their colleagues

94%
indication that process has 
highlighted skills and experiences 
of colleagues that they were 
previously unaware of



It allows us to plan and 
deliver tasks in an 

adaptive way that meets 
the needs and interests of 
our students - extending 

them in the process.

88% 
increased confidence in utilizing 
curriculum flexibilities

88%
indication of changed approach to 
task design



I really feel like I am able 
to fully embrace my 

passion and facilitating 
students' passion, skills 

and knowledge, but most 
of all I feel that I am 
useful and make a 

difference.

100%
increase in connectedness to 
sense of purpose as an 
educator







Effective staff and collaborative curriculum development requires first an exploration of:

our thinking

our educational philosophy

our own mental models which we bring to teaching

our world views

our own learning styles and team skills



The SACE Integrated Program is offered across 
Western Area Secondary Schools Network one 
full day a week incorporating:

• Stage 1 Scientific Studies (10 SACE credits)
• Stage 2 Control Technology (20 SACE credits)

University of Adelaide’s Unmanned Research 
Aircraft Facility

Students graduate with CASA approved 

• Remote Pilots License (RePL) 
• Aeronautical Radio Operators  Certificate 

(AROC) 
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Art (Stage 1)

Business and Innovation (Stage 2)

Community Studies (Stage 1)

Creative Arts (Stage 1)

English (Stage 1 and 2)

Food and Hospitality (Stage 1)

Industry and Entrepreneurial Solutions (Stage 1)

Integrated Learning (Stage 1 and 2) 

Society and Culture (Stage 1)

Physical Education (Stage 1)



Applied Environmental Science 

Changemakers: Voice in Modern Media

Connect

Design, Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Diamonds Sports Academy 

Food Futures 

Entrepreneurial Design Solutions (UAV)

Kickstarter

Performing Arts and Industry 

Sports Industry Pathways 

Trade Futures



School of 42
Digital Technologies SACE Package

• 4x Immersive 1 Week Experiences 
(Web-Dev, IoT, Data, Cyber)

• Stage 1 or 2 Digital Technologies 
SACE Credits

• Industry Work Experience 
Opportunities

• Peer-to-peer Pedagogy
• 50 students enrolled across 16 

schools (all sectors + rural/remote)
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High Medium Low

0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0 120.0

Data Point 2

Data Point 1

Q- At school I have the motivation to stick with things and 
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X-Finding a sense of purpose and passion

Y-Spotting opportunities and solving problems

Z-Thinking strategically

AA-Collaborating with others

AB-Embracing challenge and uncertainty. Persevering

AC-Accepting failure as a part of learning

AD-Forming connections and mobilising resources

AE-Planning and management

AF-Persuasive communication and presentation

Entrepreneurial Capabilities

Data Point 1 Data Point 2





'Nodes' suggest a network of points at  

which learning in one area intersects 

with  another. This reflects our practice 

of  connecting teachers, students, and  

learning, within and across the learning  

nodes, because this helps us make 

sense of  a world where ideas intersect 

and  knowledge is not in boxes.



1. Learning tasks that incorporate entrepreneurial learning are integrated into the mainstream 
curriculum from Year 7 to 12

2. Development of the entrepreneurial mindset and ACARA capabilities

3. Student voice informs practice. Students have opportunities to identify and solve real world 
problems by creating services or products that are of cultural, social or financial value to others

4. Research and current contemporary educational thinking and thinkers (eg Yong Zhao/OECD 
report) underpins design

5. Deemphasise subject labels and the traditional silos of learning; look for logical connections

6. Decentralise the role of the teacher as the sole provider of content knowledge and the centre of 

every activity

7. Guide students to see beyond themselves and their own immediate needs and to consider the 
importance and value of ‘the other’ in ensuring a society that is safe, peaceful, considerate, kind, 
inclusive and self-sustaining.

8. Declutter the curriculum (create space)

9. Designing curriculum around essential questions
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Goal 1: Increase the number of students achieving in the high 

bands 7-12



“Positive Education is a response to the gap between what people want for 

their children and what schools teach. That is, most parents want their 

children to be happy, healthy, and confident but schools only focus on 

achievement, discipline, and academic skills.”

Seligman 2019





Public education is for every child and young person in every community across our state.

Educators and staff work in partnership with families and communities to nurture, 

develop and empower all South Australian children and young people with the 

knowledge, skills and capabilities they need to become fulfilled individuals, active, 

compassionate citizens and lifelong learners.

Our preschools and schools are the heart of local communities.

They are safe, inclusive, and collaborative – a place where every child and young person 

is encouraged to contribute, develops positive relationships, has a say in their learning, 

and where their needs, interests, languages and cultures are recognised and supported.

We are relentless in our ambition for all children and young people to enter the world 

beyond the classroom ready to learn and create opportunities to live a satisfying and 

fulfilling life of their choosing.
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Professor Sam Sellars



Goal 1: Increase the number of students committed to their 

learning and achieving at their highest level



Targets 2023:

Wellbeing and Engagement Collection Data at or above State averages

Individualised targets based on context and existing data

Corresponding targets of improved A – E Grade distribution 
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Understanding the function and purpose of PLCs

Seeing connection between SIP, PLCs and your own classroom practice





“Professional Learning Communities bring together 

teams of teachers and leaders with a singular focus on 

success for every student.”

(Victorian Department of Education and Training, 2021)





Give me 6 hours to 
chop down a tree 

and I will spend the 
first hour sharpening 

the axe.

Abraham Lincoln







“In a wicked world, relying upon experience from a single 

domain is not only limiting, it can be disastrous.”

Epstein 2019











• The youngest person to ever win the 
Don Dunstan Foundation OUR MOB 
Emerging Artist Prize.

• Exhibiting Artist at 2023 Illuminate 
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• Founder of Mardlaapa Designs

• Graduate of Seaton High School 

• Currently Studying Marine and 
Wildlife Conservation at Adelaide 
University



The Village empowers students to take

charge of their learning and fosters a deep

sense of agency and autonomy in

response to their individual learning

needs. The philosophy of the Learning

Village incubates a sense of belonging and

connectedness with peers and mentors

creating the conditions that allow

students to thrive both personally and

academically.
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Assistant Principal Entrepreneurial Education

Tom.Griffith647@schools.sa.edu.au

Primary School and Specialist Programs Coordinator

Sa.Danh835@schools.sa.edu.au

mailto:Tom.Griffith647@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Sa.Danh835@schools.sa.edu.au

